
GEOGRAPHY LESSON FOR SSS2 
WEEK: 3 
PERIOD: 1 
TOPIC: Climate of Africa 
Climate is the atmospheric condition of a place over a long period of time. Generally, there are several factors that affects climate, these factors are; latitude, altitude, distance from sea, ocean currents, planetary winds and pressure belts, cloud cover etc.  

 

 
Figure 1: climatic map of Africa 
Africa, there are six identified climatic zones, these zones are highlighted below. 

 
I. The equatorial hot climate: This is found around the Zaire basin of central Africa and in the coastal areas 

of west Africa. Its characteristics includes daily high temperature  
Of about 26˚C , it has no winter, high annual rainfall of over 200cm, high humidity and double maxima of 
rainfall, rainfall is of convectional origin. 

II. Tropical continental climate (Sudan climate): This climate is found around west Africa, east and southern 
Africa. Characteristics includes hot rainy and cool dry seasons, varying extreme tempetratures of between 
21˚C -32˚C,  yearly rainfall is about 600mm -1500mm ,seasonal rainfall(mainly in summer), convectional 
rainfall with single maximum. 

III. The Mediterranean climate: This is found mostly in north Africa and also in south western parts of south 
Africa. Characteristics includes; a dry warm summer  abundance rainfall in winter, annual rainfall of  
about 600mm – 800mm,it is bright, sunny, with hot 

IV.  weather ,dry summer and  wet, mild winter, presence of local winds around the  Mediterranean sea. 
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V. Hot desert climate: This climate is caused by cold canary current in North west Africa and the Kalahari 
and Namib deserts. It is found mostly in the Sahara desert. It is generally dry with hot temperature 
between 30˚C - 60˚C, high evaporation rate and low relative humidity. 

VI. Warm temperate eastern margin: This can be found only in the south eastern margin of south Africa in 
Natal province. It has a warm, wet summer, a cool, dry winter, annual rainfall of about 600m – 1500mm. 

VII. The steppe climate (temperate continental): The climate is temperate grassland found in the veld of south 
Africa. It has a dominant savanna vegetation, it is associated with the temperate continental climate 
known as steppe,  it has hot summer and cold winter, average rainfall is about 508mm. 

EVALUATION: Mention, 5 climatic zones of Africa, what are the characteristics of hot desert climate? Where can 
we find the Mediterranean climate in Africa? 
SUMMARY: Africa is a continent of various climate, that explains the difference in weather and climate of the 
various countries in Africa. Each climate is peculiar with its own features. 
PERIOD: 2 
TOPIC: Vegetation of Africa 
DATE: 27- 05-2020 
 
Vegetation is the assemblage of plant species and the ground cover they provide. It is the generality of plants 
found in a place. 
There are several factors affecting the vegetation of a place; they are edaphic factors , climatic factors, geomorphic 
factors and biotic factors.  
Edaphic factors have to do with the soil factor. The type of soil in a place affects the rate of percolation of water. 
Climatic factors affects the vegetation because the higher the rainfall, the denser the vegetation and vice-versa.   
Geomorphic factors, steeper slopes lead to lesser vegetation. Rainfall on steep slopes leads to runoff, which in turn 
results to; low vegetation.  
Biotic factors is nelson known as human factors, man’s activities either increase or reduce vegetation of a place. 

TYPES OF VEGETATIONS IN AFRICA 
Africa has 6 main types of vegetation, they includes 

1. Tropical rainforest: it is found in central Africa sub region around the Zaire basin and the coast of West 
Africa. It is associated with equatorial climate. 

The characteristics of this vegetation includes; evergreen forest with broad leaves  there are various layers of trees 
, lower, middle and upper storey, variety of tree species, trees are scattered around, has abundant hard woods, has 
epiphytes, climbers, creepers and parasitic plants. It has little undergrowth. The forest provides hardwoods like 
Obeche, Iroko, Mahogany, Ebony, African walnut etc. These woods are important in construction.  

2. Tropical savanna(grassland): this vegetation is found in west Africa, east Africa and south Africa. It goes 
with tropical continental (Sudan) type of climate. The dominant vegetation cover is grass, that’s why it is 



called savanna, grassland or parkland. It has tall grasses, presence of short scattered trees, the trees are 
deciduous in nature meaning that they shed leaves during dry season to reduce transpiration 

Plant 
communities here include acacia, baobab, and Shea-butter. They are useful in livestock feeding, low tse-tse fly 
infestation. Arable crops like rice, maize, millet, sorghum are produced, used as a game reserve and tourism. 

3. The Mediterranean vegetation: found in the northwest of Africa and in South Africa. Its characteristics are 
presence of evergreen trees, plants are adapted to long period of drought, the plants has tough, leathery, 



hairy leaves to check excessive transpiration e.g. oak tree, olive, cypress etc.  It has long roots for drawing 
water deep down in the soil, has coniferous (softwoods).  

It encourages orchard farming for planting lemon, grapes, orange etc. 
4.  Desert vegetation: found in Sahara, Namib and Kalahari deserts. It is characterized with high 

temperature, aridity (dryness) is common , cold currents, high rate of evaporation, relative humidity is 
low, vegetation is scanty, most plants are xerophytes i.e. they  are resistant to drought e.g. acacia, date 
palms, thorny bushes etc. 

5. Temperate grassland is found in South Africa, dominant species here are some tall grasses and short 
scattered trees. Economic importance of this vegetation is numerous e.g.  livestock farming owing to the 
abundance grasses there, people are involved in hunting wild games, nomadic faming are carried out by 
the locals.  

6. Montane vegetation: This is found in East African mountains around Ethiopia and Cameroun mountain, 
the windward side has thick forest while the leeward side of the highland has light forest.  
 

EVALUTION: Discuss any vegetation type of your choice and extensively highlight its characteristics.   CONCLUSION:  The vegetation of Africa is divided into forests and vegetation zones with highland vegetations. 
Different economic activities go 0n in these zones, ranging from lumbering, hunting, livestock farming etc. 
HOMEWORK:  Draw the map of Africa and show the various vegetation zones.    
 


